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from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand
men on foot, aside from children( 38 Also a mixed multitude went up with them, and flock and
cattle, very much livestock. 3° Thegbaked the dough that they took out of Egypt into unleavened
cakes, for they could not be leavened, for they were driven from Egypt for they could not delay,
nor had they made prouisions for themselves. 4° The habitation, of the Children of Israel during
which they dwelled in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. 4! It was at the end of
four hundred and thirty years, and it was on that very day that all the legions of HASHEM left
the land of Egypt. 21t is a night of anticipation for HASHEM to take them out of the land of

37 The Children of Israel journey

; Resi

88.57 39y — AGREATMIXTURE. ninx n3inyn — A mixture of people of various nations 3 by

— who were converts.*

Ba.
THE CALL OF THE TORAH 1o M\

————

38. 21 29y o)) — Also a mixed multitude. This was a mixture from other
peoples who had converted (Rashi). Targum Yonasan, adopting R’ Akiva’s
opinion in the Mechilta, indicates that there were 240 myriads [10,000s] of

these converts. According to Philo of Alexandria (Vita Mosis), the mixed

slaves and prisoners of war; and the second group consisted of Egyptians who \
had become convinced prior to the tenth plague of God's truth and sought to ,
show allegiance to Him. It is the latter group which the Midrash Rabbah (ch. 18)
calls the D™MYnaw oW3, the sincere among the Egyptians.
The Zohar in several places describes how Moses wanted to lead these
‘inverts to an ever deeper love of God and a stronger faith. Hashem warned
him that this mixed multitude did not have the moral strength to withstand the
ordeals facing Israel. Yet Moses persisted because he was totally infused with his
idealistic spirit and did not believe that the mixed multitude would ever lose
their conviction. He thought that the time was ripe for the fulfillment of the
Divine promise to Abraham: they shall come out with great substance (Genesis
;j 15:14). As he saw it, this meant the spiritual treasures, the converts to the Jewish
faith (see commentary to 11:2). Perhaps he also felt a certain sympathy towards
converts since his wife was a convert, and so was Pharaoh’s daughter who had
rescued him from drowning as a child (see the commentary to 2:5).

“Others contend that Moses wanted to fill the void left by the death of
2,400,000 Jews during the plague of darkness (see the commentary to 10:22).
Moses argued that if these people were already convinced of Hashem'’s
omnipotence upon witnessing His miracles in Egypt, then how much more so
would they trust Him when they would see the daily miracles in the desert.

Unfortunately, the confidence Moses had in the mixed multitude was
¢misplaced and was to become a source of bitter disappointment. The new
converts instigated several of the dissident movements unleashed in the camp of
Israel during their trek through the Wilderness. Our Sages point to these
defectors as a lesson to all future spiritual leaders, that they should be very
circumspect and cautious in examining those seeking to convert (Yevamos 47a;

109b, Shelah).

5 R, #illd P dlee

zmultitude comprised two distinct classes: the first group consisted of Egyptian =~

The ramifications of this sin were catastrophic. Moreover,
this action provided ample ammunition for “the Falsifiers.”
They claimed that the eigel was the fountainhead of Jewish
crimes against Hashem, throughout our history, which
culminated in the crucification of their leader. The sin of the
eigel served as proof that the Divine covenant with Kial
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G
The Torah, as always, never attempts to hide or suppress
the ignomies of Klal Yisrael, but honestly and squarely places
blame where it is deserved. It must be understood, however,
that the sin of the eigel was instigated by the astrologers and
~/ the magicians of the eirev rav who had joined with Klal Yisrael
(Zohar Shemos 32:1). The eigel was not the initiative of the
children of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, but was the
handiwork of the newcomers to Kial Yisrael. The newcomers
were enthusiastic idealists in their devotion to Hashem. After
all, eighty percent of Kial Yisrael were not permitted by
ashem to leave Mitzraim and to participate in Kerias Ya
Suf and in Kabalas Hatorah (Rashi, Shemos 13:18), while an
enormous number of the Eirev rav were permitted to
participate with Klal Yisrael. Various numbers for the eirev rav
are suggested, from 240,000 (Targum Yonasan, Shemos 12:38)
to 900,000,000 (Rabbeinu Bechaya, Shemos 13:18). If eighty
percent of Kial Yisrael were deemed unworthy of redemption,
how is it plausible that such huge amounts of geirim were

deemed worthy of redemption? How were they found
worthy to participate in Kerins Yam Suf and in Kabalas
Hatorah? The only logical answer is that they were lofty
individuals who embraced the teachings of Hashem with
their fullest energies. Their problem, however, was that when
they encountered an extremely stressful situation, they fell
back on solutions from their past with which they were
comfortable. When they saw that Moshe did not return from
Shamayim, and they feared that he was dead (Shabbos 89e),
they felt abandoned and leaderless. They were enthusiastic
individuals who required an immediate resolution to their
problems. They did not lose faith in Hashem who took them
out of Mitzraim (Shemos 32:4), but in an attempt to resolve
their dilemma, they resorted to tactics with which they were
familiar from their past. They made a bonfire, threw gold
into it, ate and drank, made merry (Shemos 32:3-6; 32:18), and
introduced idolatry (Yerushalmi Taa'nis 22:). They knew no
other way; their only relief in a time of strain, was to recourse
to familiar territory.

Chazal say

8

he eirev rav that came up together with Bnei Yisrael were
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Exodus. They joined only the next day, when Bnei Yisrael were
ready to leave. When the question arose whether they should be
permitted to join them, it was Moshe Rabbeinu who wished to take
é‘cLhem out of Mitzrayim, so that they could finally get the tikkuni

(rectification) they needed. But Hashem was not pleased with this
choice; He knew that they were not yet ready to join Bnei Yisrael,
Since they were still sullied by tumah and sin.

The pasuk says (Shemos 12:51): 'n pxin mn oD byya N
DNNIY DY 02130 W DN N2 N, It happened on that very day:
Hashem took the Children of Yisrael out of the land of Egypt, in
their legions. The Kli Yakar asks why the Torah changes its lan-
guage from an earlier pasulk (ibid. 12:41), where it says: \jpn >nn
YRR "N NAY D3 ANy 1D DI DYY3 NN MY NING YA MY OWHY
o1¥n, It was at the end of four hundred and thirty years, and it
was on that very day that all of the legions of Hashem left the

i land of Egypt. At first they are called “the legions of Hashem” and
later “their [own] legions.”

x‘)‘j-;

the cause of much trouble for the fledgling nation. During
* the desert trek, these people were the fomenters of discon-

R
FRN

We can understand the change with the Arizal’s explanation. At
first the Torah was talking about Bnei Yisrael themselves, the ones.

tent, frustration, and trouble. They were the ones who instigated
the eigel, causing many of Bnei Yisrael to sin along with them.

This needs explanation. These people came willingly on Bnei
Yisrael's journey out of Mitzrayim. The events they had'witnessed
must have made a profound impression on them, as it impelled
them to choose to join the Jewish nation'.' Why then did they con-
stantly revert to their cantankerous behavior, time after time? The
only way to understand this properly is with the explication of the
Arizal, who sheds light on the essence of these people.

«<«§Remnants of Sinful Generations

M After the sin of Adam HaRishon, many sparks of kedushah,
_referred to as nitzotzos, were scattered around the world. These

pitzotzos became the souls of Dor HaMabul and Dor Haflagah, but -

they sinned again, and remained unrectified. A large number of
nitzotzos then descended to Mitzrayim, where they awaited rectifi-
cation by Bnei Yisrael during galus Mitzrayim. They later became

+ the eirev rav that left Mitzrayim together with Bnei Yisrael,
The Arizal continues’ that the eirev rav did not participate in

the mitzvos of Korban Pesach and milah on the night before the

who were included in the promise to Avraham of four hundred thirty
years earlier (see Rashi ad loc.). We are called tzivos Hashem, the

% legions of Hashem;the eirev rav is not. Hashem did not want them
to join Bnei Yisrael in their exodus. The second pasuk describes
not only those who were included in Hashem’s promise, but all
those who actually came out of Mitzrayim. That is why the Torah
states that Bnei Yisrael left “in their legions,” meaning all those who
came along with them, including the eirev rav.

10
«§Why Moshe Rabbeinu Changed the Subject

’Fl/ This, says the Arizal, helps us understand the pesukim at the
end of our parashah (Shemos 13:1-4): »2 ¥ N NYn SN 'n 1M
Y9 S NYN N0 NN Y7 NPNII DTN HXIY? 9338 DN Y2 09 Tioa Y
DONY DN DPD \RN 5200 ND) ') D1IYHHR DNNRY WK N3N DPD Ny 71193,
Hashem spoke to Moshe saying, “Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the
first issue of every womb among the Children of Yisrael, of man
and beast, is Mine.” Moshe said to the people, “Remember this day
on which you depart from Egypt... and therefore chametz may not

be eaten. Today you are leaving...” Hashem commanded Moshe to



N : )5

_-Jgive Bnei Yisrael the mitzvah of pidyon haben, but instead he gave myn P7ETMS 1SR s BN 150 W R 1 TS - D PR
them the mitzvah of not eating chametz!

Hashem told Moshe to speak to Bnei Yisrael and tell them about

the kedushah of the bechoros. Moshe did not feel comfortable 13Pn1 12728 DNIaARY 1'NY MAIYNN 1990 PIONI NINR NTIP VP)

*domg so, since the mitzvah of pidyon haben applies only to Bnei qnqy n7y PI92W .NYIN YY PAVNN 127P2Y NMIYNRA NIIN 1IN RYY

Yisrael who experienced the nissim of Leil Pesach, and not to the
Y 9y
_eirev rav, who still had remnants of tumas Mitzrayim. Fearing that . 935 W7 M%7 V9P NY0INY 10RYY 17211172 NYINA 190 NTIPIN PINY

Zthe eirev rav would feel alienated at being excluded from the first g"nﬂ’ NRT N5YNA .NIRN VI DIAYR IW NIRIPIN NODII MIYN TN

mitzvah after joining Klal Yisrael, Moshe chose to speak not only to /yf712p3w 79 ,1701p YY Yawnn pyn HYHnNI nMwal 1aon Yy YIavn

Bnei Yxsrael but also.to the am, the.ordmary people', which includes AT YN NTIAYE DY) AMaYH NNNY MWaI Y9Y DM RIN
the eirev rav, and give them a mitzvah that applied to everyone
who left Mitzrayim: not to eat chametz on Pesach. RYII2 MDY NHRL YRV NV MR DITO 791 YR DNIAR PINNY

~ That is why Moshe added the words Dxy> b 899, today you mIRIY .aMIaYn N7902 ]ION_ARIN L,INPOVYA NNN_DI7’P1 DN

.ar_e leauing: H'e was hint?ng to the eireu' rav t}'lat since they had not (o7s m mman 971NHA NRIN RIN DAIPY DATAR TINN 1551 MIVaIY
joined Bnei Yisrael at night, only leaving with them by day, they .
were not included in the mitzvah of pidyon haben. 227 2990 YRIVIY 1970NY 0”811 P13 N DIAY

14
«<$Moshe Rabbeinu’s Reasoning : . 5 3’(7
We might add to the Arizal’s esoteric explanation: no p 7oy nobR 3nY 998

\,ak Moshe reasoned that all the eirev rav were missing was to fulﬁll
the mitzvah of milah and Korban Pesach. He hoped that by teach-
ing them the halachos of Pesach he would instill in their incomplete
souls a spark of kedushah that would bring them closer to their
tikkun (rectification), expecting that they would be ready to bring

~ the korban the following year and be rectified entirely.
But Hashem knew that this would not happen. The next year
Bnei Yisrael brought the Korban Pesach after the eirev rav sinned

(B ke

37p) M3HY DMEND CINDI BIND £
35 195 1pw PRI ¥H PHE §b %9 I3 (b
O 955D PYTS P N9 B E3wam Dy
HSPPE DEY PN SDE” B MENDY ,MEnD
DT 5T LY OWD 93D IDDE DM
INH UL HIM 1Y 1Ta 98 57y DpvEd3E

and caused many Jews to sin with the eigel. At that point they were 55 MDY 795E T5 DY TOBD 3Z8Y M
{forbidden to offer the Korban Pesach, since they were idol worship- 0'3WD 9% PED PN SoE DR Bh B

pers (see Rashi, Shemos 12:43). b5 DS 173173 91302 W3 oS dp P }
2 IS5 H ' DYDY NI P 0 P>
«<«5Prone to Dissent OF DI HID IPHOH DRy 536 0 M
, - PIPY3TOT B7HD DYYIN BHD ML Imed

The next parashah begins (Shemos 13:17): ny Ny19 N2va >N P> ohos by obE ,oIpos b ,;5*

DN 12 DEON MY D NIN 211 D ONYIS N 17T OFEDN 0N NI) DYR BHD D¥PD O 1 AEDS PPN
NN bNNIa oY), It happened when Pharaoh sent out the people HHS PO3 PN BN 0D PH OWEPY
that Hashem did not lead them by way of the land of the Pelishtim, B b %2 960 pYin 3 ond Y OYISHN

- _ _ DNED3 PDY3TD 03b Ay
because it was near, for Hashem said, “Perhaps the people will DOED3 PYDVSTD 023 13

reconsider when they see a war.” w3 PYIEPDD 09,060 P¥nd v &7
Why would Bnei Yisrael be afraid of war? Hadn't they just wit- ,9NE3D PHEDDD DD DOD 07309 BB SHIE
nessed the miraculous defeat of a mighty country at the hand of PR 1B HID NOD .q1D PMIEDDHD HI1D D
Hashem, etching in their souls the foundations of emunah for all 12D HID DO %2 9321 WINIE MDY ,INED
times? The answer is that Hashem was not concerned about Bnei HOHE W LS9 Mo dp 3o phb
Yisrael. The pasuk speaks of ha’am, the people, which (as men- NINTD 1D OIN3L DD Db — bob BIBDI
tioned earlier) refers to the eirev rav. They may have left Mitzrayim, 290 % b 3o Shay ophei3y pwas
but since they had not imbibed the emunah that comes with eating\< NEN ‘55 MY ,ONEND D3 HID 3D D)
the Korban Pesach and matzah, they were still mired in the tumah D Eod BYhD mom o™p_pne uhf);
of Mitzrayim, and therefore might reconsider when faced with chal- ./ £ID 3999 52 39 ,655mn DS £35n SIIPH
lenges WANE DOH ,01H3 £ oY DD 1$n
QXI’_\ 13909 w8 19 21,1370 phba 1D Snn
N D5 L3730 -mm N> PMEPDD DD
istorical Parallels 25 15D ,DM3 5 1w 0 D ,qud PIEPDY
The words of the Arizal illuminate a strange and troubling pat- SE Q19 PYIEPPY SEwy Shwimy Biepns
tern in our history. In every generation, people from within our own DOEPDD 1D "b‘m PO V1Y 5”300 SHaE
nation seek to pollute our spirituality. These people are remnants )
jf of the eirev rav. Seemingly part of our nation, they lack both the N
kabbalas ol Malchus Shamayim and the emunah that the mitzvos Ve *how —_—

of Pesach night invoke. And until the day when the entire world will
achieve its rectification, these neshamos will still be there, threat-
ening our existence as a holy and devout nation.
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If we recognize that every single thing we see and experience
is from Hashem alone, and no other force exists that can cause
anything to happen, then we must constantly view every occur-
rence — personal, communal, or global — through the prism of
His directing these events. Our follow-up question, then, will al-
ways be the same: What does He want now? What can I do to
fulfill His plan? My mind constantly assesses each vicissitude of
life through the viewpoint of Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s running of
the world. Whether I'm pondering the election, the weather, or
my day at work, my opinions and decisions are molded based on
what’s good for Hakadosh Baruch Hu's corporation.
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In_ _Wgstefn culture shame is typically viewed as a
- negative emotion that is associated with feelings of

weakness and vulnerability. Judaism, in contrast, views shame — in

the proper context — as a core component of the Jewish personality.

Tn fact, we are told that: Yy »niax 11y Xy yiTia oup nwia PRy m
»po 1, [If]one does not possess the attribute of shame, it is proof that his

ﬂé ancestors did not stand at Sinai (Nedarim 20a). The primary function

of positive shame is to serve a ing system, allowing one to ques-
tion whether he really wants to sin. As the Talmud there tells us:.

Y™ KTy D73 A9 1970 TIRN 1M KDD KT YT AR mghany

XUIN NI 1703 XY wanen o 93 ormnix o, Shame leads to
fear of sin: therefore it was said that it is a good sign if a man is prone to

* ‘shame. Others say: Any man who experiences shame will not sin readily.

l/" 2 Expanding on this concept, the Orchos Tzaddikim, a 14th-century,

anonymously authored book of ethics, describes shame as an iron
fence guarding us from sin: 93 %9% 51720 NY MM IR KN AYRT DT
nivvaya, The trait of shame is a great fence and an iron barrier against

.all transgression (Orchos Tzaddikim, Shaar HaBushah, page 182).
NN W e pynab Snwnb o 995 mx 13 50
ryap 93 Sy Anix Tap Wz nynap Kony Ty w2 3000y
nibyna 20 5% ¥ A3 D DITR S opwn veya mun)

Niaman nimn Sam ninayn yvapm
Therefore, one should make every effort to conduct himself in ac-

cordance with this noble trait and to employ wisdom in cultivating -

it until it is implanted in his soul. He should enthrone it above all

of his impulses and he should regard it as more important than

his other traits, for through it he will attain most of the virtues and
~ guard himself against all unseemly traits.

U3 The Meaning of the Word Bushah

“MONDA‘ It is of interest that the Hebrew word mwia cap-
% tures the essence of how positive shame can serye
to erect the “iron barrier” against sin described by the Orchos Tzaddi-

Hebrew word for hesitating or delaying.
We see this in the word wwa which is related to the word nw»a.

When Bnei Yisrael were concerned about Moshe'’s delay in de-
scending from Har Sinai, the Torah tells us: fyn wwa »3 oy XM
517 1 N1, The people saw that Moshe had delayed in coming down
from the mountain (Shemos 32:1).

Similarly, the mother of Sisera, worried about her son’s delayed
return from battle, asks: 1257 Wwa yrym, Why is his chariot delayed in
coming? (Shoftim 5:28).

It has also been pointed out that the word @2 shares its root
with the Hebrew word w2, dry. This also suggests a psychological
process that involves a break in the flow of unexamined action —
forcing a pull-back response that allows a self-examination regarding
Whethar the potentially embarrassing action that the individual is

being pulled into is consonant with his internal set of standards and
ethical beliefs.

Thus, the very word maa hints at why the Orchos Tzaddikim de-
scribes shame as “the most important trait to cultivate.” A health
level of self-consciousness makes us painfully aware of our vulner-

abilities — ur Iggpgnsibilities.

In this sense, shame serves the all-important purpose of giving us
pause. We pull back from the flow of events that often sweeps us into
impulsively engaging in improper behavior and ask ourselves if we are
being true to our spiritual responsibilities — our true selves. As Rabbi
Abraham J. Twerski M.D. often points out, before engaging in shame-

~l ful behavior we should ask ourselves a basic question: “Am I not better

than this? Does this behavior reflect who I truly want to be?”

Ekim. The word mwia connotes slowing down or inhibiting, It is also the -
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